
CALL FOR PROPOSAL 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 8TH ANNUAL STUDENT CONFERENCE 

 
“Searching for Stability in an Insecure World” 

Abstracts due by 5pm on Friday, February 16th, 2018 

 

The International Studies Programs at DePaul & University of Illinois in Chicago invite graduate and 
undergraduate students to submit a one-page proposal to present their research at the 2018 annual 
student conference to be held on Thursday, May 3rd at DePaul University. 

 
Continuously and rapidly changing global circumstances have led to rising inequalities permeating 
every corner of the world. Systemic inequalities have destabilized social and political relations, as 
well as the planetary ecology. Stability is a basic human necessity that underlies co-existence and 
dignified life. However, these turbulent times are making the search for security not only 
problematic but also often unobtainable. Across the globe, communities face insurmountable 
problems in having access to what are considered basic human needs, such as adequate housing, 
food, drinking water, healthcare, and education. Class inequality has reached unprecedented 
levels, and freedom from identity-based discrimination is under ever-greater threat. Problems of 
warfare, racial and gender discrimination, ethnic cleansing, refugee crises, chronic and worsening 
poverty, dominate the news. Everyday headlines are about the planetary threat of global warming, 
human caused pollution of the environment, massive human suffering caused by wars in Syria, 
Yemen, Iraq, the persecution of the Rohingya people in Myanmar, the massive economic attacks 
on education and the lower class to bolster police forces in places like Chicago and New York. In 
response, activists, scholars, and community leaders spanning a multitude of disciplines are 
attempting to raise awareness about, and make sense of, these worldwide struggles for survival 
and stability.  

 
Students are invited to submit a proposal to present their research on a topic that engages with 
any aspect of the general themes of this conference. Submissions may take a historical or 
contemporary approach, address general or specific issues, at a global or local scale. We invite 
submissions from any discipline or methodology. 

 
Possible topics and areas of inquiry include, but are not limited to: 
• Humanitarian crises, refugees and forced displacements 
• Environmental crises: Causes and consequences 
• Class conflicts; military warfare, and other forms of economic and political violence 
• Legacies of colonialism or imperialism 
• Dispossessions of land and resources 
• Resistance movements, social movements, community organizing efforts 
• Financial institutions, debt, austerity 
• Policy analyses  
• The emergence of Incarceration industries and policing 
• Critical analyses of changing relations of gender, race, or ethnicity 
 
The conference will host separate graduate and undergraduate panels, and a modest cash prize will 
be awarded to the best graduate presentation and the best undergraduate presentation. 

 
Proposals must follow the attached guidelines in order to be considered for the conference. Submit 
your proposals to Kunza Shakil at kunzashakil@gmail.com by 5pm on Friday, February 16th, 2018. 

mailto:kunzashakil@gmail.com


Guidelines and Requirements for Submitting a Proposal 

 
• IMPORTANT: All proposals must be 300-500 words, typed in Garamond font, 1.5 spaced, with 1 inch 

margins, formatted in a Word document. All abstracts must have a cover page that provides the following 
information: author name, student ID number, graduate or undergraduate status, home department/major, 
phone number, email address, and word count. Submit abstracts to kunzashakil@gmail.com by 5pm on 

Friday, February 16th, 2018. 

 
Selecting Your Topic 

The theme of this year’s conference is Searching for Stability in an Insecure World. Think about the research 
you have done and the papers you have written in the context of the conference theme. More likely than not, there 
is a topic that you have already researched that can be expanded on and re-framed to fit the conference theme. 
Read the call for proposals carefully and talk with your faculty advisor about your ideas. 

Select your topic as soon as possible. The sooner you chose your topic the more time you will have to think about 
your approach, to research the subject, and to polish your proposal. 

 
 
Writing Your Proposal 

A good proposal requires preparation, focused research, and plenty of rigorous thinking, but it is time well spent, 
as it will help you focus on your topic as you navigate through large amounts of information. A solid proposal is 
built around 3 key components: 

 

• A clear and coherent title. Don’t be fancy! Make sure your title clearly indicates what you are proposing to 
discuss and how it relates to the topic: Searching for Stability in an Insecure World. 

 

• A well-articulated first paragraph that clearly explains WHAT the project is (what the title is about), WHY it 
is significant, and HOW your will go about your investigation (methodology). Remember, this paragraph will 
make the first impression on the judges evaluating the applicants. 

 

• Next, provide a brief but coherent explanation of your project’s significance (what, why, how) and your 
expected original contribution to knowledge. Here you need to distill your arguments and sketch out your 
findings. If you have not concluded your research and are still investigating you need to explain what you 
expect to conclude. Judges will look to see if the proposed topic is interesting, original, coherent, and relevant 
to the conference topic. You need to convince them. 

 
A useful manual is the Social Science Research Council’s The Art of Writing Proposals, available online. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/%7B7A9CB4F4-815F-
DE11-BD80-001CC477EC70%7D.pdf  
 

The Final Product 
Students whose proposals are selected are expected to prepare a 15 minute research-based presentation that 
builds on the proposal. A draft of this presentation must be turned in to the conference committee by April 26th. 
Presentations will be given on the day of the conference, May 3rd. 

 

Required Format of Proposal 
All proposals must be 300-500 words, typed in Garamond font, 1.5 spaced, with 1 inch margins, formatted in a 
Word document. All abstracts must have a cover page that provides the following information: author name, 
student ID number, graduate or undergraduate status, home department or major, phone number, email address, 
and word count. Submit abstracts to Kunza Shakil at kunzashakil@gmail.com by 5pm on Friday, February 
16th, 2018. 
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