
Department of English : Summer Sessions Undergraduate 2015 Course Descriptions : February 5, 2015 
Summer Session I: (Five weeks) June 15 – July 19 

Summer Session II: (Five weeks) July 20 – August 23 
Regular Summer Session:  (Ten weeks) June 15 – August 23 

Cr# Course Description Day/Time Faculty 

232- 
501 
(4.0) 
 
232-
601 
(4.5) 

The Romance 
Romance fiction is the most popular form of genre fiction in the United States, outselling mysteries, 
science fiction, and fantasy combined.   This course will introduce you to the many varieties and 
subgenres of popular romance today and to enduring critical debates about the aesthetics, value, and 
cultural impact of the genre.  Romance readers engage in lively, sophisticated debates about novels 
and the publishing industry, and we will explore some of the most interesting review sites and 
discussion blogs that focus on the genre.  Our course will include both heterosexual and LGBTQ 
romances; please note that several of the texts are sexually and / or evangelically explicit, and 
students uncomfortable with such material should keep this in mind when deciding whether or not to 
take the class. 

Summer Session II 
TTH 1:00-4:15 

Eric Selinger 

272- 
201 
(4.0) 
 
272-
301 
(4.5) 

Literature and Identity:  Contemporary Coming-of-Age Novel 
Hybrid and Diverse Traditions 
This course will explore the concept of identity as represented in coming-of-age novels from the late 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  We will investigate what it means to grow up and the ways in 
which the growing up process is complicated by issues of race, class, gender, nationality, religion, 
culture, and sexual orientation. In addition, we will investigate the different narrative techniques 
contemporary writers use to represent the process of identity formation and maturation.  The reading 
list will include three or four novels chosen from Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, 
Tsitsi Dangarembga’s Nervous Conditions, Mark Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time, Mohsin Hamid’s How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, and Junot Díaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao.  This is a hybrid course that meets face-to-face only once per week; online lessons will 
supplement in-class lectures, and half of our weekly discussion will occur online through the use of a 
course blog. 

Summer Session I 
Hybrid 
W 1:00-4:15 

Jennifer Conary 

275- 
201 
(4.0) 
 
275-
301 
(4.5) 

Literature and Film:  From Page to Screen 
Online 
From the earliest days, the cinematic arts—movies—have been connected to the literary arts.  These 
two forms of expression have much in common, yet a wide gulf separates them, particularly with 
regard to the way in which an artistic vision is realized.  In this course, we will examine the relationship 
between film and literature by exploring concepts and examples related to the topic adaptation.  In so 
doing, we should strive to abandon mundane questions of the relative entertainment value of the two 
media, choosing instead to shed light on important questions of form and content in the 
interpretation of narrative art.   

Summer Session I 
Online 

Robert Meyer 

359- 
501 

Topics in Modern British Literature:  Ian McEwan and Zadie Smith 
Diverse Traditions 

Summer Session II 
MW 1:30-4:45 

James Fairhall 



(4.0) 
 
359-
601 
(4.5) 

ENG 359 is a Diverse Traditions course that substitutes for ENG 350.  We will discuss two 
contemporary English novelists, Zadie Smith and Ian McEwan, focusing on their relation to earlier 
canonical English authors and issues of narration, post-colonialism and reader response.  Their novels 
are fun and engaging besides being thoughtful. 

382- 
501 
(4.0) 
 
382-
601 
(4.5) 

Major Authors:  Ian McEwan & Zadie Smith 
Diverse Traditions 
ENG 382 is a Diverse Traditions course.  We will discuss two contemporary English novelists, Zadie 
Smith and Ian McEwan, focusing on their relation to earlier canonical English authors and issues of 
narration, post-colonialism and reader response.  Their novels are fun and engaging besides being 
thoughtful. 

Summer Session II 
MW 1:30-4:45 

James Fairhall 

387- 
201 
(4.0) 
 
387-
301 
(4.5) 

Topics in Contemporary Literature:  The Coming-of-Age Novel 
Hybrid and Diverse Traditions 
This course will explore the concept of identity as represented in coming-of-age novels from the late 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  We will investigate what it means to grow up and the ways in 
which the growing up process is complicated by issues of race, class, gender, nationality, religion, 
culture, and sexual orientation. In addition, we will investigate the different narrative techniques 
contemporary writers use to represent the process of identity formation and maturation.  The reading 
list will include three or four novels chosen from Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, 
Tsitsi Dangarembga’s Nervous Conditions, Mark Haddon’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time, Mohsin Hamid’s How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, and Junot Díaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao.  This is a hybrid course that meets face-to-face only once per week; online lessons will 
supplement in-class lectures, and half of our weekly discussion will occur online through the use of a 
course blog. 

Summer Session I 
Hybrid 
W 1:00-4:15 

Jennifer Conary 

387- 
202 
(4.0) 
 
387-
302 
(4.5) 

Topics in Contemporary Literature:  Science Fiction 
The course will explore science fiction since the 1960s. We will look at a variety of media, including 
short stories, novels, anime, TV serials, and film. Among our topics will be cognitive estrangement, 
technological determinism, biology beyond carbon, and post- and transhumanism. 

Summer Session I 
MW 6:00-9:15 

John Shanahan 

392- 
201 

Internship 
Online 
“Internship in English” is a four-credit course designed to complement your English course of study 
along with your internship experience (100 hours of internship work). Using literature, film, and career 
guides, the class explores both academic and pragmatic aspects of work. We will analyze definitions of 
and strategies for career success, what makes work meaningful, the positive and negative power of 
technology in the workplace, and issues of ethics and social justice for employers and employees. 

Regular Summer Session 
Online 
Registration is by 
permission of C. Green, 
cgreen1@depaul.edu 

Chris Green 

mailto:cgreen1@depaul.edu


Most practically, we will explore current career opportunities for English graduates and reflect on your 
ideal career paths, ask you to create job-finding strategies, and improve your resume and cover letter 
writing along with your interviewing skills. Ultimately, we will relate our readings and discussions to 
your internship and apply what we learn to your future career. There is no pre-requisite or prior 
knowledge needed to take this course. 

 


